Next steps to
Marseille

Del and Laura de la Hoyde and family from The Crowded
House (TCH) in Sheffield, UK, hope to spend a week in
Marseille from 10th - 17th December, furthering links
with local churches and pastors, planning future mission
initiatives and helping out with a Christmas Kids' Club
at the home of Lonnie and Debbie Smith of Le Merlan
Church.

“Lonnie and Debbie have run clubs like this before for
children in the La Rose area where they live,” explains Del.
“Through them they've had great opportunities to share the
gospel with families.” Partnering in this is another step
in the Smiths long-term dream, shared by Del, Laura
and their UK church network, to work with churches
in Marseille to see missional churches planted in their
neighbourhood, across the city...and across the world — as
reported in Spring’s rapport.

“Do pray with us that our December visit would be a
significant piece in that jigsaw, that families would be saved
and churches planted to the glory of God!”

Strategy is over-rated, argues church planter and author, Tim Chester.
God is the primary agent of mission. But he invites us to play our part.

Join Tim and delegates expected from Albania, Cuba, Hungary, India, Ireland, UK, USA and
Zambia to explore together what we can learn from church planting movements around
the world — and how ordinary churches can play our part.

Save Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th February, 2009 in your calendar now, organise a
group and find details and a booking form at www.radstock.org/in-step-with-god or

from the UK or US office.

Even if you can’t come, imagine what could happen if you help a non-UK delegate like
Alok (p.1) to be there! Donate towards conference fees and/or travel costs (£90 - £500 /
$150+ / €100-+) online or via a Radstock office.

churches connected for global mission

Radstock is a global network of
churches connected for mission. Our
vision is to see mission-driven churches
equipped and planted. To to this end,
churches in the Radstock network work
together to:
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Develop Partnerships Forging project
based church connections
Create Opportunities Opening new

doors for ministry through multi-church
partnerships

Coach Churches Equipping churches
to take their next steps in mission
Provide Expertise Tapping into
specialists’ experience of particular
countries, cultures and ministries

For more information and to get
connected for global mission, contact:

In Posat, Cambodia, Brian Jose witnessed rapid
developments in the life of one church planter.

“This was a very beautiful message,” said Chan Thon,
after we finished the bible study. “/ never understood the
meaning of baptism before.”

Our team had met the former gangster earlier that day.
His life had been transformed by Jesus, and he asked if we
could lead him through a study on baptism. The next day,
the church walked down the road to the local river, and |
had the privilege of joining in baptising him.

Just one day later, Chan Thon and his pregnant wife left
for his home province of Battambang to start a church!
Though he had been persecuted there by local soldiers,
Chan Thon knew he had to go back.

As the church in Cambodia grows, despite persecution and
poverty, Chan Thon is already baptising others. Radstock
partner Bunna Yin with Breakthrough Ministries Cambodia
is mentoring this young church planter as he learns on the
job. Could this be a model for more churches to adopt?

Radstock’s website continues to evolve,
making it even easier to get connected for
global mission! As well as the blog with
frequent updates from “front linesaround the
network, Radstock can now accept on-line
credit card donations. US donors can also set
up automatic recurring gifts and electronic
checks. Click to connect today!

ceonnect!

www.radstock.org
www.radstock.org/donate-now
www.radstock.org/radstock-reports-from-the-front-line

Radstock USA

PO Box 5188

Wheaton IL, 60189-5188

tel: (202) 338 3348

mail: usa.office@radstock.org
web: www.radstock.org

Radstock UK

2a Argyle Street, Mexborough,
South Yorkshire S64 9BW, UK
tel: 01709 582345

mail: info@radstock.org

web: www.radstock.org
Registered Charity 326 879
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20/20 Vision in India
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“This was the most successful training
program we ever had. ..l hope Reverend
Richard will come back every year to equip

many more new house church leaders!”

o said Alok Srivastava after a five-week visit from
SRichard Burningham this autumn. Vicar of Holy

Trinity Church, Weston, UK, Richard joined Alok
to teach at a training school for church planters in Uttar
Pradesh (UP), north India.

Alok leads Tell-Asia Alliance, a network of churches and
ministriesin Lucknow, UP, and is driving the "20/20" vision
to see 20% Christians in UP by 2020. The largest of India’s
30 states, UP is a political, cultural and religious hub, and
it is said that where UP goes the country will follow.
Nearly 80% of the state’s 170 million population are
Hindu, 20% Muslim and only 1% Christian. Missiologist
Patrick Johnstone has written, “North India will probably
be the touchstone of our success or failure in completing

al

world evangelisation in our generation”.

In this strategic setting, the cross-cultural partnership
was warmly received. “Reverend Richard worked hard to
help the students understand the depth of the Scriptures,”

observed Alok. “They learned many new important things
and were so excited to go home and put them into
practice!”

Alok had invited Richard to teach after they met at
February’s Radstock Conference. Seeds were sown then
too for a project to connect church planting and the
provision of wells in Indian villages. Keith Mersh, of
Bedfordshire, UK, who is driving the wells project, and
Anthony Adams, Radstock’s UK Director also joined Alok
in September to explore possibilities for partnership.
“Alok and others had been praying about wells, global
networking opportunities with churches and teaching and
training,” commented Anthony, “and here we all were!”

Alok knows the ambitious 20/20" goal to reach villages
in all parts of the state through the local church can only
be achieved as churches work together. “This vision is
to mobilise existing churches throughout UP for church
planting and to connect with churches around the world
for local impact.”

See p.2 for Richard Burningham’s own reflections, and
connect your church with Radstock and Uttar Pradesh
to, in Alok’s words, “unite the body of Christ for a massive
church planting movement”!

"The Church is Bigger than you Think’, Patrick Johnstone, publ. Christian Focus

+ Pray for many in UP to turn to Jesus Christ

« Sponsor a well

« Pray for fruitful partnerships from the 20/20'
network conference (Dec. 2nd — 4th)

« Support Tell-Asia Alliance’s ongoing work:
church planters, training programs,
children’s work etc.

+ Subsidise non-UK delegates like Alok at the
2009 Radstock Conference (see p.4)

Cceonnect!

See www.radstock.org/where-we-are/india
or contact Anthony (anthony@radstock.org),
Alok (alok@tellasia.org) or either Radstock office.
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tters, Richard Burningham shares snapshots of his journey to

In excerpts from his prayer le

partner with church planters in Uttar Pradesh (see p.1 for more!)

Sept 5th
sometimes | have asked myself, "What am | doing?’ I met
Alok for just 24 hours in February. People are dying in
disastrous floods in Lucknow. In the neighbouring state
of Orissa Christians are being killed in Hindu ‘reprisals’.
But | have a deep sense that the Lord is leading me in
His kind and gentle way. One small example: the church
rallying brilliantly to cover me while | am away. Rather
than overloading them | think it will encourage the
gifting that is already there.

Sept 12th
The train from Delhi to Lucknow took us about 300 miles
south-east past flat lands of varied crops, and every now
and again a shanty village with a Hindu Temple poking
above the trees.
As | write, a mullah is chanting prayers. This is not
popular in this Hindu city, but India is officially tolerant
and democratic. It reminds me that God, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, is only a prayer away.

Sept 19 th

We have 22 students. They all work either part- or full-
time as church planters. Many are farmers, some have
small businesses and others are students. Most are in
their 20's and nearly all have been Christians for less
than 5 years. All but two are from a Hindu background
and most are low caste with basic education.

Persecution is a hot issue. One man asked, ‘what am |
to do when three quarters of the village hate me?’ As
we engaged in trying to find an answer, the Scriptures

came alive.

Oct 3rd

This week we met 16-year-old Geeta, who suffered
for years from a demon. Two years ago a pastor and
others prayed for her in the name of Christ Jesus
and she was immediately delivered. Her whole family
are now Christians. Recently, under the local pastor’s
supervision, Geeta has felt the Lord calling her to go to
the villages around her telling them of the Good News
of Christ. In the last six months, as her hearers have been
converted, five new churches have begun!

Geeta with g bike
tt? help her visit
village churches

Oct 10th

| have really only peeped through the keyhole at this
huge state. What| have seen is an unusual spontaneous
growth in the church, accompanied by the persecution
common ever since the early church.

Itis humbling that what has been going on in one small
room could have far-reaching consequences. | don't
think these are grandiose thoughts, just recognition
that we are all part of something much bigger. What
happens in the worldwide church boils down to what
happens in the lives of ordinary individuals and ordinary

churches.
| have felt as if | am riding on the crest of a wave of
prayer: what a great privilege.

Riding the Waves

Two years in to leading a church-planting
initiative in London, UK, Andy Mason suggests
one picture of how it works...

“the vision is
huge. . . but we
have a big God!”

h}lrch planting, it seems to me, is a bit like surfing. The

big thing with surfing (I imagine!) is that you rely on
waves that you cannot control. In church planting, too
there are challenges and opportunities over which wé
have no control, and for which we can take neither blame
nordcredit. We are dependent upon the ‘waves’ that God
sends.

On the other hand, when the waves do come you have to
get up on your board and surf. They don’t flip you up and
balance you on the board. As we plant churches, God calls
us to act and make the most of the waves He sends.

This humbles me (when | think I've made things myself)
because every ‘wave’ is in God’s hands; it comforts me
(when | feel nothing is happening) because | can wait
patiently for God to send a ‘wave’; it challenges me (when
| become lazy) because I need to ‘get up on my board’ and
do the best | can to stay on. At times that is hard, but we
were never promised an easy ride. By grace we stay on the
board and the waves keep coming. Glory be to God!

Russian church planting...

m London/

eet Andrei and Natasha Petrine, both from Russia

Andrei has been in church leadership in London.
U.K, for several years and is now striking out in a nevs;
d|re§tion: church planting among London’s 500,000-plus
Russian-speakers. The vast majority of these have no
connection with any kind of church.

Radstock’s Paul Williams has been working with Andrei
and Natasha to develop their vision, which includes
festablishingacentralcongregation,satellitecommunities
in different parts of London and educational, English
language and other support facilities for this disparate
group of people at the margins of British culture.

”Thg pr.oject is in its infancy right now,” explains Paul. “The
vision is huge, and the resources, humanly speaking, are
tiny. But we have a big God!”

Futher opportunities for partnership will emerge as the
project develops, although the long-term aim is for the

work to be self-supporting. For now, the biggest need is
for prayer, including for the right premises to be found as
a ml'nistry base, suitable accommodation for the Petrine
family 'afld appropriate support structures around the
new ministry.

To commit to pray for this venture, or for further
information, please contact Paul Williams at
paul@radstock.org



